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Stay connected: 
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AlumniNET.
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Please register here: 

www.is.mpg.de/alumni
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Highlights 2025/1 
				  

Alumni Newsletter #2

Dear alumni and friends of our institute, 
The first half of 2025 was packed with interesting symposia and conferences,  

events with politicians and decision-makers, as well as two major internal events at the institute.  
Two new research group leaders have started working at MPI-IS, and more will join us in the fall. 

We hope you enjoy looking back on the highlights of the past months at MPI-IS. 
Contact: alumni@is.mpg.de 

 

January	

•	 Our graduate and internship programs achieve record-
breaking numbers of applicants:  
IMPRS-IS: 888 valid applications and 77 doctoral stu-
dents selected to form the next generation; CLS: 300/10, 
CaCTüS: 323/9, RIGI: 466/10 respectively 

April

•	 Scientific Symposium in Stuttgart
•	 ELLIS Institute Tübingen organizes a Scientific 

Symposium
•	 RIG hosts the first German Robotics Conference, 

and MPI-IS researchers showcase their research 
in soft robotics and haptics

•	 Cem Özdemir, Acting Federal Minister of 
Research, visited Cyber Valley/MPI-IS Tübingen

February/March	

•	 MPI-IS was evaluated by the 
Scientific Advisory Board 
(SAB) and received an extra-
ordinary and outstanding 
feedback 
 

•	 Change in institute management: Christoph Keplinger is new overall Managing 
Director; Moritz Hardt is new deputy Managing Director for the whole institute

•	 In the spring, we received a great deal of coverage in various German media 
outlets: Spiegel (Cyber Valley), Wirtschaftswoche (Künstliche Muskeln), mdr 
(Haptics/Smartwatch), Handelsblatt (KI-Zeitalter),  SWR (Künstliche Muskeln/
Tremor), SWR Kultur (Tastsinn), Stuttgarter Zeitung (KI/Robotik)

https://is.mpg.de/news/rig-internships-high-in-demand-at-mpi-is-in-stuttgart
https://is.mpg.de/news/rig-internships-high-in-demand-at-mpi-is-in-stuttgart
https://is.mpg.de/events/scientific-symposium-2025
https://institute-tue.ellis.eu/en/events/ellis-institute-symposium-2025
https://institute-tue.ellis.eu/en/events/ellis-institute-symposium-2025
https://is.mpg.de/news/rig-hosts-first-german-robotics-conference
https://cyber-valley.de/en/news/cem-ozdemir-zu-gast-im-cyber-valley
https://is.mpg.de/en/management
https://is.mpg.de/en/management
https://is.mpg.de/en/management
https://cyber-valley.de/en/news/spiegel-spezial-cyber-valley-in-the-neckar-valley
https://www.wiwo.de/technologie/forschung/gamechanger-unter-spannung-kuenstliche-muskeln-mobilisieren-roboter-/30158606.html
https://www.mdr.de/wissen/naturwissenschaften-technik/cute-geraete-sanfte-beruehrung-statt-nervige-vibration-100.html
https://www.handelsblatt.com/meinung/gastbeitraege/gastkommentar-im-ki-zeitalter-ist-das-wertvollste-kapital-der-mensch-01/100106696.html
https://www.swr.de/leben/gesundheit/mit-kuenstlichen-muskeln-tremor-stoppen-100.html
https://www.swr.de/swrkultur/wissen/wo-der-tastsinn-wichtig-ist-liebe-medizin-konsum-das-wissen-2025-04-24-104.html
https://www.stuttgarter-zeitung.de/inhalt.wettlauf-um-zukunftstechnologien-land-investiert-kraeftig-in-ki-und-robotik.ab6efbd6-3abf-4510-9b75-119652126209.html
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May

June	

•	 New research group “Neuromechanics of 
Movement“ (NOM) started in Stuttgart, led  
by Janneke Schwaner 

•	 In Stuttgart, the groundbreaking ceremony 
(“Spatenstich“) for the Cyber Valley building 
took place, involving the Science Minister of 
Baden-Württemberg, the Max Planck President, 
the Rector of the University of Stuttgart and 
our Directors

•	 MPI-IS is involved in two further funded Clus-
ters of Excellence at the universities of Stutt-
gart and Tübingen

•	 Kick off for nine CaCTüS interns and ten RIGI interns
•	 The CyVy AI Incubator Batch #6 ended with a great demo day 

and a vivid summer party
•	 The Center for Learning Systems (CLS) retreat took place in 

Switzerland
•	 The interns of our two internship programs RIGI and CaCTüS 

met twice cross-site (see upper picture right)
•	 A big group of scientists and staff members from MPI-IS and 

MPI-FKF joined the Christopher Street Day Parade in Stuttgart, 
demonstrating for freedom, equality, and tolerance

•	 New research group “Computational Applied 
Mathematics & Artificial Intelligence Lab 
(CAMAIL)“ began in Tübingen,  
led by T. Konstantin Rusch 

•	 290 participants joined our  
3-day institute retreat in 
Schluchsee, Black Forest

•	 MPI-IS organized a Special 
Symposium for Intelligent 
Systems in Tübingen which 
was followed by our annual 
Summer Party with alumni 
meeting and a lot of fun :-) 

July

https://is.mpg.de/news/janneke-schwaner-starts-neuromechanics-of-movement-research-group
https://cyber-valley.de/en/news/groundbreaking-ceremony-for-the-cyber-valley-building-in-stuttgart
https://cyber-valley.de/en/news/groundbreaking-ceremony-for-the-cyber-valley-building-in-stuttgart
https://is.mpg.de/news/double-excellence
https://is.mpg.de/news/double-excellence
https://www.projects.tuebingen.mpg.de
https://cyber-valley.de/de/jobs/Robotics-Institute-Germany-Internships-max-planck-institute-for-intelligent-systems
https://cyber-valley.de/en/events/demo-day-for-batch-6-of-the-ai-incubator
https://learning-systems.org/events/cls2025-retreat
https://is.mpg.de/en/internships
https://is.mpg.de/news/max-planck-scientists-at-christopher-street-day-in-stuttgart
https://is.mpg.de/news/t-konstantin-rusch-starts-his-position-as-new-group-leader
https://is.mpg.de/events/2025-special-symposium-on-intelligent-systems
https://is.mpg.de/events/2025-special-symposium-on-intelligent-systems
https://is.mpg.de/events/2025-special-symposium-on-intelligent-systems

